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T. G. CAPPS ANSWERS LAST ROLL CALL 

Thornton Gilmer Capps, one of Greenfield's best known and 
most highly respected residents, who had been confined to his 
home for the past few months from an attack of Blight's disease 
and dropsical complications, passed peacefully into his last 
long sleep at his home in that city on Thursday, December 
11, at 9:45 p. m., aged seventy-five years, ten months and seven 
days. 

The deceased was the son of John and Sally Taliaferro Gilmer 
Capps, and was born in Adams County, Illinois, February 4, 
1838, and came to the Asbury vicinity with his mother when a 
boy. He attended school in Greenfield until he was fifteen or 
sixteen years of age, when he started out in the world for him- 
self, working for a number of years in Davenport, Iowa, and 
St. Louis, as a painter and paperhanger, in which profession 
he was an expert. He taught school for a few terms, and on 
August 15, 1862, he enlisted in Company E, 122d Illinois in- 
fantry volunteers, and served until the end of the war of the 
rebellion, being promoted to the rank of lieutenant and received 
the brevet rank of captain for faithful and meritorious service 
in behalf of his country, being mustered out of service July 15, 
1865. Upon returning from the war, he farmed for a year or 
two with his brother Caleb near Palmyra. 

He was married to Miss Anna Hartsook, of Greenfield, 111., 
December 31, 1867, and they lived in Greenfield and vicinity. 
The wife departed from earth June 14, 1913, and six months 
later her devoted life's companion joined her on the other side 
of the "great divide." Four children were born of this union, 
three of whom survive: John H., of Snyder, Okla.; Chas. C, of 
St. Louis, and Miss Mabel, who has always made her home 
with her parents. One son, Willie, died in infancy, February 
22, 1876. Mr. Capps had two brothers — Caleb, who still lives 
in Palmyra, and John T., who died in Springfield, 111. He also 
had two half-sisters and two half-brothers. 

He joined the Masonic order in 1859 and was the oldest 
member in the Greenfield lodge. He was also a member of the 
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Royal Arch chapter and had been honored with the highest honors 
in both lodges. He took great interest in the public schools and 
for many successive years served on the board of education. He 
was also a member of the G. A. R. In the M. E. church he 
was a faithful and active member, serving on the official board 
and was a teacher in the Sunday school for many years. 

He was a man who made it a practice of speaking no ill of 
his fellowman, and who lived a clean, upright and blameless 
life, one devoid of all sham and pretention, and in which moral 
rectitude and purity of purpose were the guiding stars. 

Funeral services were conducted at the M. E. church, the local 
Masonic lodge and G. A. R. post attending in a body. Rev. 
W. G. Lloyd delivered the funeral sermon to an audience 
which filled both the church auditorium and Sunday-school 
room. The interment was in the North cemetery at Green- 
field, under the auspices of the Masonic fraternity, H. H. 
Montgomery, of Carrollton, delivering a beautiful oration. Mr. 
Capps was an early member of the Illinois State Historical 
Society. 



